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Letters To The Editor 


argumentum ad hominem 


Dear Dr. Bell: 


Your editorial, We'd Like To (Quit, 
touched my heart. Quit? No, never! 


You are a true shepherd of the sheep 
and those that know His voice will follow 
you. 

Keep on, beloved brother. The sheep 
need your loving, tender care as never be- 
fore. Le for Him and His 
own whom by g@ce, I am one). 

C. E. 


Nashvile, Tenn, 
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Dear Dr. Bell: 


I have just read your editorial, We’d 
Like To Quit. No you don’t. I have been 
reading Tue Journat for several years 
but I do not want it without your pungent, 
arresting editorials. I enjoy them. I may 
not always agree with you in full but they 
never fail to provoke thought. I’m afraid 
sometimes we may be afraid to think. 

A former pastor of mine—also a doctor 
and a teacher—often said “a preacher and 
a teacher must have a walrus hide.” This 
applies to you too. 


I am praying for a continuance of your 


wonderful work for our Lord. 
J. H. Spann. 


Summerville, S. C. 


Sir: 

Your December 6th number of The 
Journal has just reached me, and I have 
read the editorial, “We’d Like To Quit.” 

It is very seldom that I express my views 
through the columns of our church papers 
—it is just not along my line; but the 
above mentioned editorial has stirred me 
up to the point of writing. 

How often I have praised the Lord for 
raising up such a fearless, Bible-loving, 
deep-thinking consecrated layman as your 
Associate Editor. He is indeed a worthy 
successor of that “beloved physician,” the 
layman of old, who dared to write his- 
torical material that later became about 
one-fourth of the entire New Testament. 
Suppose Peter, John or Pau! should have 
said to Luke: “You must remember that 
you are only a layman—you had better let 
the apostles undertake to be the historians 
of the life of Jesus and of the Christ!” 
Would we have those priceless accounts of 
the Nativity or that thrilling story of the 
early church if a layman, under the com- 
pulsion and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
had not dared to take in hand to write? 

I shall never forget the witness that our 
college Bible professor gave one day in 


class. He told us that during his early min- 
istry while a pastor in West Virginia he 
would sometimes come to a passage in the 
Bible that he could not understand even 
after consulting the commentaries that he 
had in his study. So he would place his 
Bible under his arm, leave his study and go 
to a small cottage on a mountainside where 
lived a saintly old Christian who though he 
had only enough education to enable him 
to read and write had an unusual under- 
standing of the Scriptures—having been 
taught of the Holy Spirit. After exchang- 
ing greetings with the old man he would 
sit down by him, turn to the place in his 
Bible where he was having difficulty and 
ask him to explain it to him. Many times, 
our professor said, these visits brought 
light upon the Word which he had been 
unable to find elsewhere. God deliver the 
ministry from the pride that would close 
our minds and hearts to expressions of 
opinions by consecrated laymen on matters 
pertaining to church polity, or Biblical in- 
terpretation, or doctrine! 

My humble prayer is that God will not 
only spare the layman, who is the subject 
of this writing, to speak and write for Him 
for many years to come; but that He will 
raise up many others with like spirit and 
devotion to the cause of Christ. 


—G. B. Tarsor. 
Spring Garden, Va. 


EDITORIAL 
Blood - Sweat - And Tears 


What does 1951 hold in store for America? 


Mr. Churchill’s blunt warning to the people of 
England in the dark days of World War II will 
unquestionably go down in history as one of the 
great sayings of a national leader, offering to his 
people a leadership of indomitable courage and reso- 
lution and the prospect of no easy path ahead—only 
blood, sweat and tears, beyond that victory, yes, but 
in between all the implications of that somber sen- 
tence—BLoop, SWEAT AND TEARS. 


The sacrifices, suffering and work which were a 
part of America’s war effort between 1941 and 1945 
are as nothing to that which we now face. Whether 
we are willing to admit it or not, we face the stark 
problem of survival itself. 


We have become a soft people, a people deter- 
mined to maintain our “high standard of living” 
regardless. Having rejected the truth, “man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word of God,” 
we find ourselves starved spiritually. Having tried 
to make void Christ’s statement, ““A man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth,” we find these material possessions 
crumbling in our fingers because we have neglected 
the things of the spirit and pampered the flesh. 


What does 1951 hold in store for America? 


BLOOD 


As these lines are written American forces are 
fighting a desperate retreating action in Korea. The 
end there is not yet in sight. Blood is being shed 
and before another year has ended yet more will be 
spilled. on battlefields of the world. Belated and 
hurried mobilization is under way. At least 3,500, 
O00 men are asked for the armed services. This 
number may require doubling. Yes, loving and 
longing for peace, we face the solemn certainty of 
1951 involving the sacrifice of blood as part of its 
toll. 


But, if America will repent and turn to the 
Christ of Calvary we have the assurance of God’s 
forgiveness and the cleansing of His blood. A gener- 
ation of theological liberalism has rejected the shed 
blood of the Son of God as the atoning agent of 
salvation. But that blood is still the hope of the 
sinner, for it is He Who has “/oved us, and washed 
us from our sins in his own blood.” 


How much blood will be shed by America before 
we repent and accept His redeeming work? “But 
now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” 


SWEAT 


Yes, the future also means sweat, the sweat ot 
hard work and continuous endeavor. For too long 
there has been engendered in America a distaste for 
work. Work is a blessing. Honest accomplishment 
has its own reward. But, only too often we have 


‘\permitted dishonest and racketeering labor leaders 
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to undermine the will to work, actually penalizing 
those who would do their best to produce during a 
given length of time. And as such leaders have often 
shared in irresponsible work stoppages (the recent 
disgraceful railroad strike for instamee), so the 
leaders of industry have only too often exploited the 
men who worked for them. 


If America is to survive, it means all of us get- 
ting under the load and sweating to produce all that 
we possibly can while there is yet time to produce. 
Strikes as usual must be out. Profits as usual must 
be a thing of the past. “Jn the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread,” will no longer be optional, it 
is imperative. We will also find out that “six days 
shalt thou labor,” is wise economy. 


But, again we may have as our Companion and 
our Help the One who when facing the price of 
our redemption “his sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground.” 


Our sweat will not be in vain if it brings us face 
to face with the stark necessity of trusting in the 
One who vicariously suffered for us. 


TEARS 


Yes, there will be tears. Already into thousands 
of homes there have come the dreaded messages from 
the War Department: “Killed in action,” “Died of 
wounds sustained in action.” These messages may 
be multiplied many-fold before the mext year is 


ended. 


Tears of sorrow are a part of the heritage of this 
world. Will this coming year also find its pages wet 
with tears of repentance? “For godly sorrow 
worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented 
of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” 


But, as we face the certainty of tears, again there 
is the One Who weeps for and with us. We wonder 


if our Saviour does not weep over America, the land 
He has so marvelously blessed and a land which has 
so grievously neglected and rejected Him? Does He 
not say: “O America, America, which has turned to 
sensuality and softness and pleasure; which has 
turned my holy day into a holiday; which has 
denied and neglected my Word; how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings, and ye would 
not!” 


Our tears will not be in vain if the sorrow which 
causes them but drives us to the One Who says: 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 


Mr. Churchill said to the House of Commons on 
May 13, 1940: “I have nothing to offer but blood, 
toil, tears and sweat. You ask, what is our policy? 
I will say: It is to wage war, by sea, land, and air, 
with all our might and with all the strength that 
God can give us: to wage war against a monstrous 
tyranny, never surpassed in the dark, lamentable 
catalogue of human crime. That is our policy.” 


Today the world faces an even more monstrous 
tyranny, international Communism. 


The blood, sweat and tears are here. God grant 
that they will drive us back to faith in Jesus Christ, 
the Saviour, the Eternal Son of God! HE Is ABLE. 

—L.N.B. 


Go out into the darkness and place your hand 
in the hand of God. It will be better to you than 
a light and safer than a known way. 


—THE MORTAL STORM 
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Neglected - A Great Doctrine 


The entire body of truth with reference to the 
return of our Lord is the most neglected doctrine 


in the Bible. 


We are not speaking of premillenialism, post- 
millenialism or amillenialism. We are speaking of 
the truth proclaimed in the Bible again and again 
that our Lord is coming back. 


Premillenialists have often brought such study 
into disrepute by acting as though it is the only 
doctrine in the Bible. Also, some foolish persons 
have thought they could either set dates or tell ex- 
actly what all the details of events will be imme- 
diately before and after His return. 


On the other hand, the postmillenialist (there 
are few of them now), has complacently put our 
Lord’s return at least a thousand years in the future 
while the amillenialist, accepting the fact that He 
will come back, only too often stops there and never 
mentions the glorious hope which such a return holds 
for the Christian. 


As stated in the beginning, we are not asking 
that we take up a study of the second coming with 
the bias of a pre, a post or an amillenialist. But, we 
earnestly plead with God’s people and especially 
preachers of the Word to recognize the fact that 
Christ’s return is the subject of a great volume of 
teaching in the Bible and it is the duty of the Chris- 
tian to include this teaching in his entire study of 
revealed truth. 


The faddist and the extremist are no adequate 


excuse for neglect of so great a doctrine. We believe 
in and teach what God has to say about sanctifica- 


tion, despite the fact that some extremists have gone 
overboard on that doctrine. In like manner there are 
those who have taken extreme positions on many 
other doctrines of the Bible. 


The duty of the Christian in general, and the 
preacher in particular, is to teach and proclaim the 
full counsel of God. Part of that revelation is the 
blessed hope of His coming again. 


- ‘To the writer the great truth is this—the end of 
this age will not be brought in by a man-made 
utopia, it will be cataclysmic and it will be con- 
summated by the coming of Christ. That is the plain 
teaching of Scriptures. 

“Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.” 


“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; when 
he shall come to be glorified in his saints and to be 
admired in all them that believe (because our testi- 
mony among you was believed) in that day.” 

We have read that there are over three hundred 
references in the Bible to our Lord’s return. Can we 
neglect such a great body of truth without great 


loss? 


At least we can give the Bible the chance to speak 
to us on this subject, as on many others. Can we do 


less ? —L.N.B. 


“Quote ... Unquote” 


The Christian Medical Society has compiled a 
booklet under the above title, giving the Christian 
testimonies of some of America’s outstanding med- 
ical men. From time to time we shall give some of 


these. —ED. 
Physiologist— 

Joun R. Broseck, B.S., M.S., Ph.D., M.D. 
Elizabeth J. Ward Fellow, Northwestern Univ. 
1936-39; James B. Goodrich Scholarship, Yale 
Univ., 1940-43; Assistant Professor of Physiology, 
Yale Univ. Medical School; Author of several mon- 
ographs. 

“So far as I have been able to discover, there is 

nothing extraordinary about the medical man 

when his position before God is considered. In 

God’s presence we apparently stand in the same 

pitiable state as the most worthless, helpless 

patient in the poorest hospital ward of our var- 
ious communities. Actually, our condition may 
be worse than his because as a group we tend to 
be ignorant of God’s Word, and because we 
seem to have little desire to further our educa- 
tion in this all-important direction. It has been 
my own experience to find, however, that mis- 


erable though we be in the sight of Almighty 
God, He !oves us, has revealed His love in the 
Scriptures, and stands ready to work within us 
the miracle therein spoken of as the New Birth. 
I can only express thanksgiving for the love of 
Jesus Christ my Saviour.”’ 


“We love Him because He first loved us.” 
John 4:19. 


Montreat On ABC 


When Billy Graham’s “Hour Of Decision” was 
broadcast over the American Broadcasting System 
on Sunday afternoon, December 17, Montreat and 
Montreat College received nation-wide advertise- 
ment, as the broadcast -was made in the Graham 
home in Montreat and the girls of the college choir 
provided the choral singing. 


This weekly broadcast over 155 stations (to be 
increased to more than 250 on February 1), already 
has an estimated audience of between nine and 
twelve million. The announcer gave a graphic de- 
scription of Montreat and its relationship to our 


Southern Presbyterian Church. -—H.B.D. 
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Churchanity vs. Christianity 


We have a prospectus before Curis- 
TIAN Century IN 1951.” This is one of the most 
ably edited religious publications in the world today. 
It is also probably the most world-conscious. It also 
presents the world-wide ecumenical movement in 
the clearest light to be found anywhere. 


The Christian Century also represents a philo- 
sophy of the mission of the Church which has gained 
an increasing number of followers in recent years. 
This philosophy is expressed in the prospectus re- 


ferred to above as follows: ““The Church Has The 
Answers.” 


Our Southern Presbyterian Church, when launch- 
ing its Program of Progress, adopted as its slogan, 
“Christ, The Only Answer.” This represents a dif- 
ferent philosophy and the difference is great. 


To many it may seem that we are splitting hairs 
when we reject the slogan, “The Church Has The 
Answers,” and wholeheartedly accept the other, 
“Christ, The Only Answer,” but we are not. The 
former is essentially the philosophy of the Roman 
Catholic Church, the latter is the expression of 
Protestantism. 


Men are not saved by the Church, they are saved 
by faith in Jesus Christ. The Church is the organi- 
zation of saved people, the One who saved them is 
Christ. The Church is the Bride, Christ is the 
Bridegroom. The Churchanity represented in the 
ecumenical movement is a desire to impress the 
world with the power of the Church. The Christ- 
ology of historical Protestantism is to magnify 
Christ as Redeemer and the supreme head, both of 
the Christian and of the Church. 


Just as it would be unbecoming for the bride to 
boast about herself, so it is unbecoming for church 
representatives to speak of the Church in terms re- 


served for Christ, the Head of the Church. 


It is a fact that some in evangelical circles have 
belittled both the Church and her offices. This has 
resulted in splinter movements, separatist activities 
and a failure to magnify the position of the Church 
in the world. In honoring Christ there is also every 
reason to honor His Church, but Christ has never 
abdicated His throne. 


It will well repay us all to take the Confession of 
Faith and read Chapter X XVII on the Church. 


Churchanity results in serious divergence from 
the position of historical Protestantism. Ritualism 
grows, there is an undue reverence paid the digni- 
taries of the Church and there is a tendency for 
church courts to assume an authority not warranted 
by the Scriptures. 


Such Churchanity also fosters a mania for “de- 
liverances”; many of them good, but all of them 
human documents. With this increasing desire for 
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statements on world problems and national policies 
there is a corresponding lack of complete reliance on 
the statements and the authority of the Bible itself. 


Such Churchanity also shows an understandable 
tendency to put primary reliance in united efforts 
and not in preaching the startlingly clear statements 
of the Gospel: statements about heaven and hell, 
eternal punishment, the vicarious atonement, the 
shed blood of Christ, and other categorical state- 
ments of the Bible about His person and work. The 
emphasis is on numbers and organization as the 
source of witnessing power, rather than on the con- 
tent of the Christian message itself. 


With a world in crisis, and confusion, with peo- 
ple longing for a positive message; there is no room, 
nor is there time for a continuance of the diluted 
and compromised gospel of extreme liberalism, nor 
is there excuse for the misplaced emphases of some 
in the moderately liberal camp. 


To the Church has been delegated the task of the 
evangel. Men are desperately in need of a Savior 
from sin and that is the supreme task of the Church 
—making Christ, the Christ of the Old Testament 
and the New Testament—the Christ of the Bible— 
known. 


He is the only answer!!! And, He is sufficient!!! 
—L.N.B. 


Our Associate Editor 
Honored 


Most of our readers are aware of the fact that 
our Associate Editor is a very busy surgeon in 
Asheville, N. C. They will be interested to know 
how he is regarded by his fellow physicians and the 
community. 


Asheville is establishing a new Medical Center, a 
plant which will exceed four million dollars in value. 
To that end four of the Asheville hospitals have 
been consolidated and a $2,750,000 building pro- 
gram undertaken. The program of this new hos- 
pital, to be known as the Memorial Hospital and 
Medical Center, is now in its most crucial stage. 
There are 165 doctors on the staff and the board is 
made up of Asheville’s most prominent and public- 
spirited citizens. 


At a recent staff meeting, Dr. Bell was elected 
Vice-Chief of Staff, which supervises the professional 
work of the hospital, and also a member of the 
Executive Committee which, with the board, will 
carry through the completion of the Medical Center. 


We know our readers will be gratified at this ad- 
ditional recognition of Dr. Bell’s professional stand- 
ing and administrative ability by those with whom 
he is daily associated. —H.B.D. 
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Why Your Community 


Doesn’t Have Revival 


BY EDWARD B. COOPER 


While reading the earliest extant sessional records 
of the Washington Presbyterian Church, Washing- 
ton, Ga., not long ago I came across this interesting 
minute entered on March 23, 1831, “Resolved that 
Rev. Mr. Boggs and brother Terrill be appointed to 
make up a written report of the state of religion 
within the bounds of this church in obedience to the 
requirements of Presbytery.” 


I regret to say that I was not able to find that 
report, but I have been wondering what was in it. 
Whether it was confined to the church membership 
itself, or to all those in Washington within reach 
of the church, I do not know, for the motion could 
be interpreted in either way, but at any rate, some 
people must have felt, even in those early years, 
that there was something wrong with Washington, 
Georgia. 

In the 36th chapter of II Chronicles the sacred 
historian after giving the facts of the great catas- 
trophe which befell the nation of Judah appears as 
a commentator upon his own narrative. 


After describing the iniquity of the nation, and 
especially the obduracy of King Zedekiah who 
“stiffened his meck and hardened his heart from 
turning unto the Lord God of Israel,” and after 
distinctly stating that even “all the chief of the 
priests and the people transgressed very much,” he 
goes on to say, “And the Lord God of their fathers 
sent unto them by his messengers, rising up betimes 
and sending; because he had compassion on his 
people, and on his dwelling-place: but they mocked 
the messengers of God, and despised his words, and 
misused his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord 
arose against his people, till there was no remedy.” 


(1I Chronicles 36:15-16). 


Those were awful words—“till there was no 
remedy.” The word “remedy” is to be understood 
medicinally—‘“‘No healing” it means in the original 
Hebrew—and this makes it clear that the analogy 
in the mind of the historian is that of the physician, 
who, as long as there is any hope of curing the 
patient of the disease under which he suffers, does 
everything he possibly can to heal him. 


But he sees at length that the disease is incurable 
—that there is no remedy, no healing for it. The 
analogy is striking and true, but it may be made 
still more exact. 


The disease, we will say, is not essentially mortal, 
not absolutely beyond the resources of medical skill. 


WASHINGTON, GA. 


But the patient is obstinate; he wilfully neglects the 
instructions prescribed; he refuses to take with any 
regularity the medicines offered; and he blames the 
doctor for not healing him until the good physician 
is forced to leave the miserable man to perish of 
the disease which his own stubbornness has placed 
beyond all cure. 


Judah was carried away captive to serve 70 years 
in Babylon in slavery to a harsh tyrant because she 
rebelled against God, refused to hearken to His 
prophets, and showed no real penitance for sin. 


The only thing that God could do to bring His 
people to see the enormity of their sin was to allow 
this great catastrophe to occur—and it did what all 
the solemn warnings sounded out for hundreds of 
years had failed to do—it turned them from the 
worship of idols. 


After the captivity the Jewish people intensely 
abhorred idolatry for they finally realized that it 
was the cause of all their former miseries. This was 
the only way God could bring them back. 


America has not gone quite as far as the nation of 
Judah; Washington, Georgia, or for that matter, 
the typical town or community in America has not 
become as spiritually decadent as Jerusalem was in 


600 B.C. 


-I do not believe that God would say of either 
America or of your community: “There is no rem- 
edy! Awful judgment is the only thing that will 
bring you back!’’ But if I read my Bible correctly 
and interpret the trend of the times in the light of 
God’s truth, I would say that we are not very far 
behind Judah. Judgment is sure to come in the near 
future if men do not repent, if Christians do not get 
thoroughly right with God. 


There are many things that are right with your 
community—it may be characterized by that lovely 
cordial Southern hospitality, the Christian people 
may be growing in grace and knowledge, and her 
churches may be working and giving, but what is 
wrong? 

In the first place, the average community, be it 
large or small, has no genuine desire for revival. 
How many people do you have out to Prayer Meet- 
ing? I dare say very few. Many churches today have 
abolished the old-fashioned Prayer Meeting for a 
Church Night Supper simply because there was not 
enough interest to maintain a Prayer Service. At 
such an occasion, there may be a large congregation, 
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but 1 wonder how much time is spent in real, 
earnest prayer and Bible study. 

Dr. R. A. Torrey declared that one of the essen- 
tial prerequisites for revival was that a few Chris- 
tians who had become thoroughly right with God 
must bind themselves together in a prayer group to 
pray for a revival until God opens the heavens and 
comes down. 

Yet I dare say that if you would approach several 
of the good members of your church and ask them 
to meet with you for a Prayer Group that you 
would meet with very little enthusiasm. Do you 
wonder why I say that we have no genuine desire 
for revival ? 

We'll keep to the same slow tempo we've always 
displayed in church work. We’re all right now— 
we're satisfied with the status quo! It doesn’t 
matter that some of our relatives and loved ones 
and friends are drifting merrily on to hell. We’re 
not concerned! We don’t need revival—that is the 
idea the pastor of the average Presbyterian Church 
yains. 

In the second place, the typical community today 
is revival-hardened. I understand that it was the 
Presbyterians who inaugurated the custom of hold- 
ing camp meetings in Georgia, and it was during 
the mighty revivals of the early 1800’s that many of 
our churches were organized, and made great spirit- 
ual strides, 

Most Southern towns are still revival-minded. 
The entire populace turns out to meetings held 
yearly and the churches are filled to capacity and 
I’m sure all receive a blessing. 

Yet, one cannot help asking himself this question, 
“Why haven’t these revivals changed the lives of 
people in the community?’ Sometimes in a few 
isolated instances that result may have been gained, 
but looking at it on the whole, one cannot feel that 
there has been any general improvement in the 
spiritual condition of the churches for many, long 
years. | 

They have more members, to be true, but where 
is the spiritual life? There is no doubt about it— 
revival meetings evidently no longer make any 
deep impact on people. 

In the third place, most Christian people are 
spiritually complacent. We read in our Bibles, and 
we have been reminded frequently from the pulpit 
that if we are to expect the richest blessings God 
can give, that we must put Jesus Christ and His 
Church in the preeminent place in our lives. 

Did He not say in His Sermon on the Mount, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness, and all these things shall be added unto you?” 
But yet we go on in our own wilful way and seek 
other things first, and then wonder why God does 
not give greater blessing to the ministry of our 
church. 

We might as well face it—many Christians are 
“lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God,” as 
Paul expresses it. What other impression can your 
pastor gain when he reads in his newspaper that 
So and So had dinner at the country club, and 
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yet didn’t come to church that morning; and when 
he reads that Mr. and Mrs. had Sunday dinner at 
someone’s house in town, but they had to miss 
church to make that engagement. 

That’s straight talk, I know, yet it is exactly what 
Ezekiel said to the Jewish captives who were 
languishing by the River Chebar, hundreds of miles 
away from their beloved homeland because they had 
not given the Lord his rightful place in their lives. 

Listen to Ezekiel 33:31, 32—‘“And they come 
unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before 
thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but 
they will not do them; for with their mouth they 
shew much love, but their heart goeth after their 
coveteousness. And lo, thou art unto them as a very 
lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and 
can play well on an instrument: for they hear thy 
words, but they do them not.” 

Can revival come to your community? Will the 
next meetings held in your church accomplish the 
seemingly impossible? They will if you are willing 
to pay the price in your own personal lives. 

The biggest word in the English language is the 
only thing that stands in your way—the little two 
letter word, “if.” 

II Chronicles 7:14—“If my people which are 
called by my name shall humble themselves and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways: then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land.” 

The whole Christian world has been electrified 
with the tremendous crowds the Billy Graham 
meetings have been drawing, with the thousands of 
decisions for Christ and rededications of lives made. 
The stories of the Los Angeles, Calif., Boston, 
Mass., and Columbia, S. C., revivals have gone 
around the world—but what was behind those re- 
vivals? 

You don’t need to be told for you already know 
it. Christian people in those cities fulfilled the con- 
ditions of II Chronicles 7:14. In Augusta, Ga. a 
year before Billy Graham went to Los Angeles, 
13,000 prayer meetings were held before he came, 
and there were hundreds of decisions. 

People in Los Angeles, Boston and Columbia had 
been praying for over a year, and the Christian 
people of Atlanta, Ga. have been praying ever since 
last fall. That is the only way to explain the pheno- 
menal results of his campaigns. 

What happened in those cities and has begun to 
happen in Atlanta could happen in your community, 
if people wanted it bad enough. Private prayer is 
not enough. History shows that when revival comes 
it follows group prayer meetings. 

People must be willing to set other things aside, 
and give God more time, but when his people show 
Him that they are really in earnest and desire 
revival the fires of the Holy Spirit will break 
forth. 

If America, if your community, if your church 
doesn’t want revival, God help her! If you do want 
it, He will surely give it to your community, if you 
meet His conditions. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 
LESSON FOR JANUARY 7 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Jesus Begins His Ministry 


Scripture: Mark: 1:1-20. Devotional Reading: 
Isaiah 42:1-9. 


Our subject for the quarter is: ““_Mark—Gospel of Action.” Dr. A. T. Pierson in his book, “Keys to the 
Word,” has this to say: “Key-word: Service. Key-verse 10:45: ‘For even the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.’ Mark is traditionally connected 
with Peter, who to the Romans (In the person of Cornelius the centurion, Acts 10:44-48) opened the door 
of faith (Acts 12:12). This is the Gospel of the works of Christ. (Acts 10:38). Written for the Roman, 
whose watch-word was Power, it exhibits Omnipotence in the mighty miracle-worker, and then the Omni- 
potence of Love in the crowning miracle of His Passion and Resurrection. The symbol of this Gospel is the 


Sacrifical Bullock: first at the plow of Service, then on the altar in Sacrifice.” 


This idea of sacrificial service is predominant in 
the passage from Isaiah. (Devotional Reading) 
“Behold, my servant, whom I uphold, mine elect, in 
whom my soul delighteth. I have put my Spirit 
upon him ... He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor 
cause his voice to be heard in the street. A bruised 
reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he 
not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto 
truth .... To open the blind eyes, to bring out the 
prisoner from the prison, and them that sit in dark- 
ness out of the prison house.” “Our Lord is shown 


as a man of action, of power, of service—as a man 
of deeds.” 


In his Introduction to the Gospel of Mark, Dr. 
Charles R. Erdman says: “Then again, Mark was 
a servant, who performed worthy and helpful minis- 
tries of love for the apostles with whom he journeyed 
as their ‘minister’ or ‘attendant.’ It was natural 
therefore that he should write a Gospel, the key 
verse of which seems to be, “The Son of Man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give His life a ransom for many.’ In harmony with 
such a central thought is the fact that in Mark, un- 
like John, no mention is made of the preexistence of 
our Lord: and unlike Matthew and Luke, nothing 
is recorded of his ancestry, birth, infancy, or early 
years. The great Servant stepped upon the stage 
already girded for his task .... This service is one 
of strenous activity. Task follows task, with almost 
breathless rapidity. The characteristic word, how- 
ever, is ‘straightway, which represents a term trans- 
lated also as ‘forthwith’ and ‘immediately.’ It is 
found in its Greek form forty-two times in this 
brief Gospel, more frequently, in fact, than in all 
the other books of the New Testament combined. 
Yet amidst all this movement and activity, there is 
no sign upon the part of Christ of worry or of 
haste. All His acts are dignified, deliberate, majes- 
tic.” “This service was marked by mighty works. 
It was accompanied by deeds of divine power. This 
Gospel is one of miracles rather than parables. This 
ministry of Christ, as recorded by Mark, is also one 
of mighty words. Jesus begins his ministry by 
preaching: the first surprise is occasioned by his 


tone of authority. The ministry of Christ, as por- 
trayed by Mark is supremely one of redeeming love 
and saving grace. The condition of salvation, as set 
forth by Mark, is repentance and faith.” 


Our lesson today is concerned with the Thought: 
“Jesus Begins His Ministry.” For convenience | 
would like to divide it into three sections: (1) John 
the Baptist, preparing the way, 1-8. (2) Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, prepared and preaching, 
9-15. (3) The First Four Disciples called, 16-20. 


I. John the Baptist: The Man and his Message: 
1-8. 

John comes in fulfillment of Prophecy. Mark does 
not connect us as frequently as Matthew with the 
Old Testament, but here in the opening words of 
his Gospel, he quotes this passage from the prophets. 


He is a forceful and unique character, reminding 
us of Elijah. He lived a simple, abstemious life: his 
clothing, camel’s hair and a leather girdle; his food, 
locusts and wild honey; his home, the wilderness. 


His Message centered around repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins. Sin blocks the way to God. It is 
sin that causes the spiritual mountains and valleys, 
the crooked and the rough places. The mountains of 
pride and self-righteousness and self-aggrandisement 
must be brought low: the low places of immorality 
and uncleanness must be filled up: the rough and 
ugly sins of hatred and strife and malice and unfor- 
giveness and ill-will must be smoothed out: the 
crooked lies and dishonesty and deceit must be made 
straight. It takes genuine repentance to prepare the 
way of the Lord. Matthew and Luke enlarge upon 
this message. 


But John did not stop with Repentance: he 
preached Christ, One “Mightier than I.” He, John, 
baptizes with water, but Jesus Christ will baptize 
with the Holy Spirit. John deals in outward symbols 
and signs and seals, but Christ deals with the inward 
man. 


Il. Jesus Christ, the Son of God: 9-14. 
His Preparation, and His Preaching. 
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1. The Baptism of Jesus. Jesus had no sin, so that 
His Baptism differed from that of the multitudes 
who came flocking to the Jordan to be baptized of 
John. Why was Christ, the sinless Son of God, 
baptized? Let me quote again from Dr. Erdman’s 
splendid little book on Mark: “Surely Jesus con- 
fessed no fault, He was conscious of no sin: how- 
ever, by submitting to the baptism of John He 
identified Himself with his people, as he did in all 
his earthly experiences, as He did supremely when 
he “bare our sins in his own body on the tree.” By 
his Baptism Jesus gave his sanction to the work of 
John and set his approval upon the repentance of 
the people. Moreover the baptism of John was not 
merely an expression of repentance: it was a promise 
and symbol of the pardon and new life which were 
made possible by the work of the coming Savior. 
When Jesus submitted to baptism he dedicated him- 
self to that work, he accepted the task, he declared 
that he was ready to serve, and to “give his life a 
ransom for many.” Thus as the preaching of John 
was a proclamation of the ministry of Jesus, so the 
baptism of Jesus was his ordination to this ministry.” 
“This is made more evident by the two events which 
immediately follow’: the descent of the Spirit and 
the voice from heaven. Coming up from the water 
the heavens were opened and the Spirit like a dove 
descends upon him and a voice saying, Thou art my 
beloved Son. He is thus accredited as the true 
Messiah. We see the Triune God, Father, Son, and 
Spirit all present at His baptism. 


2. The Temptation of Jesus. This was another 
part of His preparation for his work. Satan, the 
adversary, knew that his time was short and so he 
tries at the very beginning to overcome the Second 
Head of the human race even as he had overcome 


Adam in the Garden of Eden. 


Mark does not go into particulars, as Matthew 
and Luke, but in the few words used he vividly 
portrays the severity of this test. The wilderness; 
Satan; the wild beasts; the angels who ministered 
to Him. We can hardly overestimate the importance 
of this battle and victory. Jesus was fighting the 
battle for the whole human race; as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ shall all be made alive. If He had 


yielded, the whole race would have been doomed. 


3. The Preaching of Jesus. 


John came preaching; Jesus came preaching. Paul 
says that by the foolishness of preaching men are 
saved. In this book of mighty deeds, there are also 
the mighty words of Jesus. He preaches Repentance 
and Faith: repent and believe in the Gospel. Turn- 
ing away from sin and turning to God as revealed 
in Christ are the two sides of the Gospel. The two 
go together; saving faith, and repentance unto life. 
The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is 
at hand: But now commandeth all men everywhere, 
to repent, says Paul. 


III. The First Four Disciples: 16-20 
As we see from John’s Gospel, these men had 
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already been introduced to Jesus, two of them at 
least, by John the Baptist when he said, Behold the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 
world. Andrew finds his brother Simon and brings 
him to Jesus. 


This is a more distinct call to follow and become 
servants in the Kingdom: “Follow me and I will 
make you to become fishers of men.” The answer of 
these men is immediate and sacrificial. There seems 
to be no hesitancy or counting the cost; they left 
their nets and followed Him. 


They are now entering upon a period of fellow- 
ship and training which would fit them for their 
work. They were to be with Him and to be trained 
by Him. They entered the finest theological semi- 
nary ever established on earth, and became disciples 
of the world’s one Divine Teacher. Later we see 
them selected along with others to be the Tweive 
Apostles. 
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Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topic For January 7: 


l[ntroduction 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Our Presbyterian Kin 


What’s in a name? The world is filled with groups of people that call themselves members of the church 
even as we do, and there are about one-half dozen groups in America who call themselves different kinds of 
Presbyterian Churches. Since so many people are indicating that they are kin to us in using these words we 
ought to look into our heritage and find something about our kin folks. 


Back in history when these groups took their 
name, they were seeking to express convictions that 
they had about the truth of the Bible; therefore, to 
understand our kin folks, we must go back and look 
in the Scripture lesson at the meaning of these 
words. | 


Scripture Lesson 


The word “church” is the term that is applied to 
all of our kin folks who belong to the family of 
God on the earth, regardless of the organization to 
which they may belong. But belonging to that body 
which God recognizes as the church, involves more 
than just using the name “church.”’ Our Scripture 
lesson describes in a figurative way the universal 


Church of Christ. 


I. Our Kin in the Universal 


Church - Ephesians 2:19-22 


a) We are members of His family - V_ 19. 
b) We are part of His temple - V 20-21. 
c) We are part of His dwelling - V 22. 


The universal church of the living God in the earth 
is the family of God that is made up of all those who 
have been born again by faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. That body of twice born people is the temple 
of God in the earth, and God dwells in their hearts. 


Before we begin to think about our Presbyterian 
kin, we must answer the more important question 
of whether or not we have been born into the family 
of God. For if we have, we are a part of His body 
and are vitally kin to all believers everywhere, re- 
gardless of the organization to which they belong. 
And if we have not been born into the family of 
God, we are not a part of His body and are not kin 
to believers, no matter to what organization we may 
belong. 


II. Our Kin In Presbyterian Family 


This vast body of believers is broken up into 
different groups of churches, and the churches have 
different names to describe what they emphasize, or 
how they are governed. 


The Episcopal Church is that part of the church 
that is governed by the Episcopal form of govern- 
ment. 

The Baptist Church is that part of the church 
which emphasizes a certain form of baptism. 

The Presbyterian Church is that part of the 
church which is governed by presbyters or elders. 
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In looking for our Presbyterian kin, we need to 
remember that true Presbyterianism seeks to bear 
certain characteristics that will make it to be truly 
a part of the church universal, and at the same time, 
to bear certain distinctive characteristics that will 
give it a Presbyterian testimony. Let us look at these 
characteristic marks. 


a) Marks of true church 


(1) Word of God preached - II Timothy 3:13-17 

(2) Jesus Christ confessed - Matthew 16:13-18 

(3) Sacraments kept - Matthew 28:16-20; I Co- 
rinthians 11 :23-26. 


We Presbyterians believe that wherever two or 
three people are gathered together to preach the 
Word of God in its purity, to confess and follow 
Jesus Christ in His full diety, and to celebrate the 
sacraments as the signs and seals of the blessing of 
the Spirit of God upon the ministry of the gospel 
from:the Word of God, that such a group Is a true 
church, no matter what form of government it uses. 


By the same token, we Presbyterians must always 
be careful to maintain these marks ourselves, for 
no matter how Presbyterian we may be, we cease to 
be a part of the Church of God when we cease to 
manifest these characteristics of the true Church. 


b) Marks of Presbyterian Church 


(1) Priesthood of all believers - I Peter 2:5. 

(2) Equality of elders in authority - I Peter 5:1-3 

(3) Unity of church in courts - I Timothy 4:14; 

Acts 15. 

As members of the Universal Church of God, we 
seek to emphasize certain distinctive doctrines and 
forms of government that we find in the Word of 
God. These center around the facts that every in- 
dividual believer is a priest unto God; that the 
church is governed by ruling elders, who are elected 
by the congregation; and that even though every 
local church has the right to make its own decisions 
and exercise its own authority, it agrees to cooperate 
in a series of graded courts that the unity of the 
church might be seen and the effectiveness of 
church’s services increase. 


SUGGESTIONS 


The purpose of this program is to acquaint us 
with the various Presbyterian groups in the United 
States and in other lands. In Presbyterian Youth, 
you will find material to use in preparing this im- 
portant part of your program. 
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It might be a good idea to use the Scripture lesson 
at the close of the presentation of the facts of the 
Presbyterian Churches of the world in order that 
you might keep in proper balance the true Church, 
the Presbyterian church, and the proper relation 
between the two. 


Chureh News 


Warren, Ellis Are 
New Religious Education 
Directors For Church 


Decatur, Ga. (PN)—Two men have just ac- 
cepted calls to positions in the Division of Religious 
Education of the Board of Education, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., according to an announcement by 
the Rev. W. Norman Cook, Director of the De- 


partment of Administration. 


Rev. Morris D. Warren will become Associate 
Director of the Department of Administration in 
charge of Church School Administration, and the 
Rev. I. M. Ellis will serve as the Regional Director 
of Religious Education for the Synod of Appalachia. 


Mr. Warren, a native of Richmond, Virginia, 
will come to his new work from a pastorate in 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina. He served for a 
time in that city as associate pastor of the First 


Presbyterian Church, and has more recently been 


pastor of the Covenant Presbyterian Church. 


The new regional director comes to his position 
from a pastorate in Gastonia, North Carolina, where 
he has been since 1938. He first served the First 
Presbyterian Church of that city as its director of 
religious education and as- 


Dallas H. Smith 
Elected Director, 


Christian Vocation 


The Board of Education has announced the ap- 
pointment of Dallas H. Smith of Charlotte, N. C., 
as director of Christian Vocation in the Division of 
Higher Education for the board. 


The department of Christian vocation was created 
by action of the 1950 General Assembly through the 
Board of Education. Smith was formerly general 
superintendent of the J. B. Ivey Company. He is a 
graduate of Johns Hopkins University. 


According to Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, secretary of 
the division of higher education, Smith will make a 
general survey of the entire field of vocational 
guidance as conducted by other denominations before 
setting the work of his department in operation. 


Monk Appointed 
Stated Clerk For 


Synod Of Georgia 


The Rev. Chester F. Monk of Savannah, Ga., has 
assumed the duties of stated clerk of the Synod of 
Georgia by appointment of moderator J. O. Sallee. 
He succeeds the Rev. William C. Sistar, now super- 
intendent of Palmer Orphanage. Communications 
to the synod should now be addressed to Mr. Monk 
at 20 Smith Avenue, Garden City, Savannah, Ga. 
Succeeding Mr. Monk as permanent clerk was the 
Rev. L. B. Gibbs of Clayton, Ga. 


Queens College 
To Establish Home 


Techniques Department 


Ground has been broken at Queens College in 
Charlotte, N. C. for a building to house the newly 
established Department of the Home. The building 


sistant pastor, and then be- 
came its pastor in 1940. 


Assembly Inn Annex 


To Be Reconstructed 


Decatur, Ga. (PN).— 
Plans to rebuild the 30-room 
servants’ annex to Assembly 
Inn, Montreat, N. C., which : 
was gutted by fire on Tues- 
day, November 19, have been 
announced by Dr. J. R. Mc- 


Gregor, president of Mon- 
treat Colloge and the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association. The 
fire, of undetermined origin, 
caused damages estimated at 
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is a gift of Mr. and Mrs. W. Z. Stultz of Charlotte. 
The building will be used for the foods and clothing 
laboratories. Courses to be taught in the department 
will include the fields of literature, political science, 
psychology, science, the arts and religion. 


Home Mission Goals In The 
Program Of Progress 


The Program of Progress reminds every Presby- 
terian that greater resources are needed in the 
South as well as throughout the world. Every 
church member may have a part in providing these 
resources, and thereby serving Christ in the realms 
of His Commandments. 


For three years the Program of Progress has en- 
couraged Presbyterians to unite in contributing 
prayer, life, service and money to provide the means 
for spreading the gospel message through these three 
agencies. Now every church member wants to know 
what has been achieved and what needs to be done 
to complete the goals of the Program of Progress. 


Increased missionary support is the first goal— 
that is, to increase the salaries of pastors in aid- 
receiving Presbyteries, of missionaries working in 
mountain areas, with Indians, Mexicans and for- 
eign language groups, and of teachers in our As- 
sembly mission schools. They receive all too little. 
Surely we would not deny them a living salary in 
this day of high prices. 


Building improvements to existing churches is the 
second cause for which extra money is needed. All 
will agree that this goal is an indispensable part of 
any Home Mission advance. Run-down, inadequate 
church buildings need improvements and additions. 
When one considers that the majority of our 
churches are relatively small, this is easily under- 
stood. Manses are needed for many ministers in 
these smaller churches. Improvements and equip- 
ment are imperative in the building for our foreign 
language work and for our educational missions in 
the mountains and elsewhere. 


The establishment of strong new churches is the 
third phase of the program to be strengthened 
through the Program of Progress funds. How nec- 
essary this is in the face of today’s opportunity in 
hundreds of investment areas. One hundred and 
sixty-four new churches have been organized in the 
last three years. Many more could have been estab- 
lished if the money had been available. At the end 
of the last church year, 147 requests for building 
aid from 66 Presbyteries (such request totaling 
$530,000), were before the Division of Home Mis- 
sions. Ihe total available funds with which to meet 
these requests approximated one-third of this 
amount, that is, one dollar available for every three 
dollars asked. As a matter of fact, if the entire re- 
ceipts for the three years is totaled, the amount 
would not equal that requested for building pro- 
jects (urgent projects, mind you), in this one year. 


Slightly over half (53 percent) of the three-year 
quota for Home Missions ($480,178 raised over 
against a $900,000 quota), has been raised. Only 
the completion of the full financial goal of the 
Home Mission phase of the Program of Progress 
will enable our Church to enter these doors of 
promise which are now open to us. 


“Christ IS The Only Answer” in this hour of 
man’s uncertainty and anguish. Merely to know this 
is not enough. The Christian must do something. 
The completion of the Program of Progress Goals 
in your Church offers that opportunity now. 


Life Dedication 


The last Sunday in December is always meaning- 
ful to Presbyterian students as Life Dedication Day, 
but with December’s last Sunday falling on the last 
day of the year its significance should be heightened. 
This day should lead students through the gateway 
of prayer and dedication into the purpose of making 
1951 a year of living for Christ. 


There will be special services in churches through- 
out the Assembly on December 31 when thoughtful 
youth will consider the theme: “My Life, His Plan, 
Our Missions.” This is the subject of the three-day 
Youth Convention on World Missions which closes 
in Auburn, Ala., on Life Dedication Day. 


This day has great possibilities. Let all of the 
adults of the church seek to make fellowship, coun- 
selling, and worship in the home on this day con- 
tribute to an experience of real dedication for the 
youth. It will most surely be a time of spiritual 
blessing for the adults who give special thought to 
the meaning of this day and plan opportunities where 
within the home the voice of God may be heard— 


“My son (my daughter) give me thine 
heart ... Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature ... Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you and ordained 
you that ye should go and bring forth fruit.” 


Life Dedication Sunday will be a heart-searching 
experience for adults as well as the youth of the 
church as they support the special service for Pres- 
byterian students in the local church, whereby they 
will be led to face the new year with Christ. 
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Wake Up and Listen to 
THE PRESBYTERIAN HOUR 


EVERY SUNDAY, JANUARY - MARCH, 1951 
CONSULT YOUR LOCAL STATION FOR THE EXACT HOUR 


Dr. T. K. Young Dr. W. T. Thompson Dr. W. A. Alexander 
January February March 
THEME 


“The Call of Christ and His Church” 


SPEAKERS 


DR. T. K. YOUNG, PASTOR, IDLEWILD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
DR. W. T. THOMPSON, PROFESSOR, UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
DR. W. A. ALEXANDER, PASTOR, FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 


MUSIC BY THE PROTESTANT FELLOWSHIP CHOIR 


— Book Reviews —— 


Books reviewed or advertised in The Journal may be ordered 
from The Southern Presbyterian Journal Book Department, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


NOTES ON THE OLD TESTAMENT, EX- 
PLANATORY AND PRACTICAL—JOB, by 
Albert Barnes. Baker Book House, (2 volumes) $6. 


A variety of opinions have prevailed and are still 
entertained in regard to the composition of the Book 
of Job. It has been considered by many to be strictly 
historical, both in the narrative and poetical portions. 
Some have maintained that it is a work wholly un- 
historical, in all its parts a creation of the poet’s 
mind and written with a didactic purpose. Any good 
commentary must deal with these two views, regard- 
less of the view the commentator may personally 
accept, 


Albert Barnes examines the evidence for and 
against the different views held in regard to Job. 
His conclusion is that such a person as Job lived and 
that his book or the book that bears his name must 
be regarded as historically true. He is convinced that 
the objections to the historical character of the book 
are not well founded. Barnes also makes a good case 
for Job as the author of this book. He points out 
that the art of making books was known in Job’s 
time, and “understanding this art and having 
abundant leisure, it is scarcely to be conceived that 
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he would have failed to make a record of what had 
occurred during his own remarkable trials. 


“The entire account was one that would furnish 
important lessons to mankind, and it is hardly 
probable that a man who had passed through so 
unusual a scene would be willing that the recollec- 
tion of it should be entrusted to uncertain tradition. 


‘“‘Job has shown in his own speeches that he was 
abundantly able to compose the book. In everything 
he goes immeasurably beyond all the other speakers 
except God. And he who was competent in trials so 
severe as his were to give utterance to the lofty 
eloquence, the argument, and the poetry now found 
in his speeches, was not incompetent to make a 
record of them in the long period of health and 
prosperity which he subsequently enjoyed. Every 


- circumstance, therefore, seems to me to render it 


probable that Job was the compiler, or perhaps as we 
should say the editor, of this remarkable book, with 
the exception of the record which is made of his own 
age and death.” 

Moreover, Barnes believed that Moses adopted 
the Book of Job and published it among the He- 
brews as part of God’s revelation and entrusted it 
to them with his own writings to be transmitted to 
posterity. 

Barnes was a top-notch scholar in his day. It ts 
noteworthy that Barnes has given us a _ lengthy 
bibliography on the subject, which embraces nine 
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pages of titles on this one book. It is not only a 
scholarly book, but it is also intensely practical. It 
throws much light on the perennial problem of 
suffering. Small wonder that more than two million 
copies of the Notes have been sold through the 
years. These two volumes should prove a valuable 


addition to the library of every Christian who loves 
the Book of Job. —John R. Richardson. 


GOD HAS SPOKEN, by David Noel Freedman 
and James D. Smart. Westminster Press. $2. 
Various books of the Old Testament are discussed 
individually and by groups in this volume with an 
appeal especially for Senior-Young People. From a 
literary standpoint, the work is we!l done. The 
language is adapted to the educational level of the 
young people of our generation. 


Unfortunately, this book is marred by a strong 
bias in favor of the liberal views of higher criticism. 
The authorship of the Book of Genesis, according to 
these writers, is a result of a number of strands of 
tradition woven together. They speak of different 
accounts of the Creation and conflicting details in 
the story of the Flood. With such a view as this the 
Doctrine of Inspiration is meaningless. 


The author of Ecclesiastes is said to have grown 
up in Palestine in a time when the Greeks ruled the 
land, and many of the Jewish young people were 
finding Greek games, Greek art, and Greek phil- 
osophy fascinating. This ancient book, therefore, is 
removed from its historic position and given a very 
late date of composition under a forged authorship. 
According to these authors, the latter part of Isaiah 
(chapter 40, ff.) is the work of an unnamed 
prophet. The only proof the authors submit for the 
“Second Isaiah” authorship is: “The natural in- 
ference is that another mind is at work here.” 


The Book of Daniel is assigned to the year 168 
B. C. They state, ““The author of the heroic stories 
in the Book of Daniel was seeking to present a 
message of hope to the victims of religious persecu- 
tion. He and the people to whom he ministered were 
living in the second century B. C.”’ According to this 
view, the Book of Daniel is also an example of 
pious forgery. 

A book of this kind could be stimulating to the 
teacher of Senior-Young People who is well ground- 
ed in Christian faith, but this reviewer is unable to 
recommend it to be put into the hands of young 
people who have not had an opportunity to study 
the conservative views on Old Testament Introduc- 


tion. —John R. Richardson. 


THINGS UNSHAKABLE, by Paul Rees, D. D. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing House. $1.50. Here 
are messages that stir the Christian as well as the 
unbeliever out of his smug complacency and spur 
him to go on to realize his high calling in Christ 
Jesus. For a decade Dr. Rees has been pastor of the 
First Covenant Church of Minneapolis, one of the 
largest and best-loved evangelical centers in the 


Midwest. This is one of the best of his books. 
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Beside the 


Hearthstone 


By Robert A. Lapsley, Jr. 


the rar tho 


Religious Education 
Season 
Now: 
A Best-selling Home-Life Guide 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


Paper $] 


NOTES ON OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY, 
by Albertus Pieters. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
House. $3. The sequel to the author’s Notes on 
Genesis. This second volume deals with materials 
from Exodus to Nehemiah. This volume consists of 
252 notes covering Bible history and a final section 
on the inter-testamentary period. A five-page note 
on the Graf-Wellhausen Theory states the objec- 
tions to this view in clear language which will prove 
especially helpful to introductory study. These notes 
furnish the Bible student with such historical and 
archeological material as will help him to under- 
stand the text and the explanation of some difficult 
passages of the Scripture. These notes come from 
the keen mind and devout heart of one of America’s 
great Bible scholars. 


HOMILETIC THESAURUS ON THE GOS- 
PELS, Mark-Luke. Baker Book House. $4.50. In 
the second volume of this series the author works 
through the Gospels of Mark and Luke selecting 
significant texts and passages. Around each of these 
he assembles complete sermons, extensive outlines, 
brief outlines, expository excerpts, practical lessons, 
apt illustrations, appropriate poetry, and the like— 
selected from the writings of more than two hun- 
dred and fifty preachers and scholars, besides much 
original material. Selections of texts have been made 
so as to include besides the wealth of other materia: 
three complete series of church-year texts, from Ad- 
vent to the last Trinity Sunday, as well as selections 
for special occasions. 
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THE LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL, by 
Albert Barnes. Baker Book House. $3.50. This book 
has attained the status of a classic. It is a book which 
is as delightful as it is informative and instructive. 


This reprint will make it once more available for — 


general distribution. The incidents of Paul’s life 
are applied with skill and force to the problems of 
everyday living. Anyone interested in the life and 
history of the Apostle Paul—whether he be layman, 
student, or pastor—will read this book with pleasure 
and profit. 


CHRIST AND THE NATIONS, by Robert L. 
Evans, D.D. $1.25. Dr. Robert L. Evans is well 
known by a large circle of Christians as a writer and 
lecturer on great Bible themes. He served first as a 
missionary in China and then as pastor of Presby- 
terian churches in. Missouri and California. This 
book will be of interest to Bible students who would 


like to know more about Bible prophecy and the 


things to come. 


READING THE BIBLE IN THE HOME, by 


Mrs. 8. H. Askew. John Knox Press. $1.50. A 


trustworthy guide for a child’s first experience in 
reading the Bible for himself, which opens wide the 
doors to rich truths and thrilling narratives of the 
Book of books. Clearly and simply the seventy-three 
readings set forth the principal events of the life of 
Christ. This book was planned for boys and girls 
between eight and twelve years of age. The reading 
of it will enrich and strengthen the Christian home. 
This book is exceptionally well done and we can 
highly commend it to our readers. 


DIVINE LORD AND SAVIOR, by Albertus 
Pieters. Fleming H. Revell Publishing Co. $2. This 
book is written to show that Christ is the world’s 
only Savior and to give‘a clear meaning of the salva- 
tion He offers. Dr. Samuel M. Zwemer has written 
the introduction, and in it he said: “Dr. Pieters is 
at his best when he writes in defense of the faith. 


He knows how to speak the truth in love and how 


to confound the wisdom of this world falsely so- 
called. This is the best brief apologetic for the faith 
of our fathers that I have seen for years. It is sober, 
searching, and convincing. It is a book to read 
prayerfully, and when you have read it to commend 
to others. It is a book for every man.” This book 
encourages man to surrender his life to the control 
of Jesus Christ and to live for Him. 


CROWDED TO CHRIST, by L. E. Maxwell. 
Wm. B. Eerdman: Publishing House. $3. This book 
calls orthodox Christians back to supernatural living. 
It is a book for Christians who are hungering and 
thirsting after the fullness of the Spirit. The author 
is the founder of the Prairie Bible Institute. He is 
well known for his former work, Born Crucified. 
This book calls for an obedience which magnifies 
“the true grace of God.” 
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: Auburn Youth Convention 
Theme: 


My Life - His Plan - Our Mission 
TLL 
W hat is it? 


It is the fourth in a great series of Con- 
ventions for the youth of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., in which they face 
together the challenge of Christ for the 
world in which we live. 


When is it to be? 
December 28-31, 1950. 


W here is it to be held? 


At Atlanta Polytechnic Institute, Av- 
burn, Ala. 


Who are the speakers? 


Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., pastor, High- 
— Park Presbyterian Church, Dallas, 
ex. 


Colonel Francis Pickens Miller outstand- 
ing Presbyterian layman of Charlottes- 
ville, Va. 


Dr. Charles W. Ranson, General Secre- 
tary of the International Missionary 
Council. 


Dr. Charles T. Leber, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of Foreign Missions, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


Other outstanding leaders of our Church 
will make important contributions to the 
Convention. 


Pray! 
FOR them as they go— 
WITH them as they return— 


That your church USE their inspiration to 
further His mission! 


EEE 


A GUIDE TO BIBLE STUDY, by Elizabeth C. 
Torrey. Wm. B. Eerdmans’ Publishing House. 
Cloth $1. With Teachers helps $1.50. Old Testa- 
ment, inter-Testament, and New Testament out- 


lines together with a number of maps of biblical 
lands. 


CHRIST THE GREAT UNKNOWN, by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Wilhemina of the Nether- 
lands. Wm. B. Eerdmans’ Publishing House. SOc. 
Queen Wilhemina recognizes the imperative need 
of our generation to come to grips with Christ. She 
says, “Follow Him! He rescues! He leads to 
victory!” 
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